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The West Burn¥ &

Very strong upper high pressune Julybroughtwidespread severfeat to several western statebutthis
pattern was occasionally pepperadA (i K @& R &td@toims (sé&edp@Ric belowparknglots of firesg while
some were also assed by careless people.

Rain falls into dry air....
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N Very little precipitation “
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Colorado and Utah took the brunt of the damage with one Utah blaze, the Dollar Ridge Fire, destroying abou
440 structures and scarring 57,000 acwes.even larger fire in Colorado, the Spring Creek fire, began June 27
and pe&ed in midJuly. It is now being contained and some rainy weather has helped. Herean see in
thisinfrared plot thespreadpattern in its first five days
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And then there are the burn scars. With the fires now under control and largely extinguished, there is no plan

life in the burnedzones toprevent erosion And, he rains have come in both Utah and Colorado:
= .

Colorado Highway 69 near Gardner, CO closed by flooding as water cascades dseanricthillsides.
Colorado Dept. of Transportation

Officials have advisemsidents living in or belowurn scasin fire-damaged area® be vigilant during flood
threats, and be prepared tevacuatequicklybefore water ushes down barren mountainsides, whicin
happen at terrifying speed, destroying property and threatening lives.

In the first two years after a wildfirgunoff flows can be 1501tnes greater than those before the fire damage
according toCoaitions and CollaborativeCaCo) Their websitedescribeghe organizationasdfostering
collaborativeconservatiolh YA G A I G A @S & | O NRIZDfhis inkaBs tHe gtdrylishBt overiyét forS & ¢
either of these wildfire zones.
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Intense heat slammed Southern California in early July, and that coupled with strong winds fanned the flame:
literally, of a Santa Barbara County faeattering embers downwind and leaving 20 structures, some of them
homes, destroyed near Goleta. The fire was fairly small as these things go at 100 acres, but it did the deed.
400-acre fire near San Diego razed 18 structures to the ground, and gettdmperatures soared to a

ridiculous 117 degrees in a few spots around Los Angeles on July 6! Redongs moving back into

southern California for the last weekend of Jglsure to aggravate fire potential.
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Arizona seesverysummer; the stormarrivedaround rushhour on a Monday, reducing visibility to near zero

at times and causing widespread damage.

Trees were blown down all over town, power was cut to thousands and one apartment complex about mile
from the airport lostmost of its roof. Only one other dust storm, back in 2011, rivals this one for the scope and
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Trees down in Phoenix from-80LJK & | | 6220 ¢ 6 A Y Ra
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House damage in Mesa / Tom Tingle, Arizona Republic
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thunderstorm events! This wasseveredust storm. Thé&>hoenixFire Department tweeted out this image of
someapartments mauled by the storm, withart of the roof taking flight:

Phoenix Fire Dept. @ G
@PHXFire

The Phoenix Fire department is currently
responding to numerous weather related
emergencies. Please be safe, stay inside when
possible and NEVER drive through flooded
washes!

5:26 PM - 9 Jul 2018



There were no deaths reported during tkeatire event, but one man had to be rescued frdns damaged
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Ironically, the Las Vegaseatook some damage (although much less concentrated) from a similar event there
thesameday 020K S@Syda Ol dzaSR 0& AaRNE¢ (Kdzy RSNEG 2 NI 3
the rain did reachthe ground as well causirgief flooding, making it even more of a true weather mess!

Perhaps even more ironically, a surge of moisture mad#atnorthern Arizonaless than a week later on July
15, and opened a delugen the town of RAgstaff, making for a flash flood:

Flagstaff flasHlood, July 15, 2018 Photo courtesy of Angela Mabe

Good grief!l What a month for Arizona!
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any significant issues, and then only on the lower end of the s@dlere havéeen persistent clouds of
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been gred&er than normal, suppressing tropical activity much of the month.
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temperatures, and partly because of these dust outbreaks.

Also, a weak El Nino is trying to form, and this is always hostile to hurricanes; however, the effect probably
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