
 

 

 

The West BurnsΧΦ 
Very strong upper high pressure in July brought widespread severe heat to several western states, but this 
pattern was occasionally peppered ǿƛǘƘ άŘǊȅέ ǘƘǳƴŘerstorms (see graphic below) sparking lots of fires ς while 
some were also caused by careless people. 
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Colorado and Utah took the brunt of the damage with one Utah blaze, the Dollar Ridge Fire, destroying about 
440 structures and scarring 57,000 acres. An even larger fire in Colorado, the Spring Creek fire, began June 27 
and peaked in mid-July. It is now being contained and some rainy weather has helped. Here, you can see in 
this infrared plot the spread pattern in its first five days:  
 

 
 

National Weather Service plot of Spring Creek fire growth June 28 ς July 2, 2018. 

 

 
 

HeliŎƻǇǘŜǊǎ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ¦ǘŀƘΩǎ ά5ƻƭƭŀǊ wƛŘƎŜ CƛǊŜέ on July 3 / Trent Nelson / The Salt Lake Tribune 



And then there are the burn scars. With the fires now under control and largely extinguished, there is no plant 
life in the burned zones to prevent erosion. And, the rains have come in both Utah and Colorado: 

 
Colorado Highway 69 near Gardner, CO closed by flooding as water cascades down fire-scarred hillsides. 

Colorado Dept. of Transportation 

 
Officials have advised residents living in or below burn scars in fire-damaged areas to be vigilant during flood 
threats, and be prepared to evacuate quickly before water rushes down barren mountainsides, which can 
happen at terrifying speed, destroying property and threatening lives.  
 
In the first two years after a wildfire, runoff flows can be 150 times greater than those before the fire damage 
according to Coalitions and Collaboratives (Co-Co).   Their website describes the organization as άfostering 
collaborative conservation ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎέΦ All of this means the story is not over yet for 
either of these wildfire zones. 
 

/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ CƛǊŜǎΧ{ƳŀƭƭΧ{ƻ CŀǊΧ 

Intense heat slammed Southern California in early July, and that coupled with strong winds fanned the flames, 
literally, of a Santa Barbara County fire scattering embers downwind and leaving 20 structures, some of them 
homes, destroyed near Goleta.  The fire was fairly small as these things go at 100 acres, but it did the deed. A 
400-acre fire near San Diego razed 18 structures to the ground, and get this ς temperatures soared to a 
ridiculous 117 degrees in a few spots around Los Angeles on July 6! Record heat was moving back into 
southern California for the last weekend of July ς sure to aggravate fire potential. 

 



bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΥ ά9ǇƛŎέ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝǎtructive Dust Storm Hits Phoenix 

A fierce dust storm and downburst wind eventΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άIŀōƻƻōέΣ struck Phoenix on the evening 
of July 9; winds reached 80 mph ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƻŦ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻǊƳǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άaƻƴǎƻƻƴέ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ 
Arizona sees every summer; the storms arrived around rush-hour on a Monday, reducing visibility to near zero 
at times and causing widespread damage.  
 
Trees were blown down all over town, power was cut to thousands and one apartment complex about mile 
from the airport lost most of its roof. Only one other dust storm, back in 2011, rivals this one for the scope and 
ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘΥ 
 

 
World-famous storm chaser wŜŜŘ ¢ƛƳƳŜǊ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ άIŀōƻƻōέ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ фΦ 

 
!ƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳe of the damage it did: 
 

 
Trees down in Phoenix from 60-ƳǇƘ άIŀōƻƻōέ ǿƛƴŘǎ 

 



 
House damage in Mesa / Tom Tingle, Arizona Republic 

 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳΩǎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇƻǿŜǊΧǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 

thunderstorm events! This was a severe dust storm. The Phoenix Fire Department tweeted out this image of 
some apartments mauled by the storm, with part of the roof taking flight: 

 
 



There were no deaths reported during the entire event, but one man had to be rescued from his damaged 
homŜ ŀŦǘŜǊΧǿƘŀǘ ŜƭǎŜΚ  ! ǘǊŜŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ  
 
Ironically, the Las Vegas area took some damage (although much less concentrated) from a similar event there 
the same dayΤ ōƻǘƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ άŘǊȅέ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻǊƳǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǳǘ ŘƻǿƴōǳǊǎǘ ǿƛƴŘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
the rain did reach the ground as well causing brief flooding, making it even more of a true weather mess! 
 
Perhaps even more ironically, a surge of moisture made it into northern Arizona less than a week later on July 
15, and opened a deluge on the town of Flagstaff, making for a flash flood: 
 

 
 

Flagstaff flash flood, July 15, 2018 / Photo courtesy of Angela Mabe 
 

Good grief! What a month for Arizona!  
 

ά!ŎǘƛǾŜέ Tropics?ΧtǊƻōŀōƭȅ bƻǘ 
²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ōȅ ƳƛŘ-JuƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ά!ƭōŜǊǘƻέ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ 
any significant issues, and then only on the lower end of the scale.  There have been persistent clouds of 
{ŀƘŀǊŀƴ 5ǳǎǘ ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Řǳǎǘ Ƙŀǎ 
been greater than normal, suppressing tropical activity much of the month.  
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ōǳǘ L ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǳƭŦ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀǎ 
ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǿƛǘƘ ά!ƭōŜǊǘƻέ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴ ƧŜƻǇŀǊŘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ŏƻoler than normal Atlantic 
temperatures, and partly because of these dust outbreaks. 
 
Also, a weak El Nino is trying to form, and this is always hostile to hurricanes; however, the effect probably 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƭŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ όhctober, November). So, taking all that into 


